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- HIGH QUALITY STORIES

~ INTERESTING FEA TURES
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BRITISH SCTENCE FICTTON ASSOCIATION

CONVENTTON - EASTER 1960

LONDON.

Guests of Honour -~ Edward John Carnell.
Donald B Ford.

Index to Programme.

Page 4 Programme - Saturday 16th April
5 o - Sunday 17th April
6 Agenda of A.G.M.-
T Appreciation - John Carnell
by H Ken Bulmer.
10 Appreciation - Donald E Ford

by B.J. Carnell.

Index to Advertisers,

Teze 2 Falevy.
: 11 Skyrack.

12 Fantasy % Seisnce Fietion

13 Wew Worlds, Science Fantesy
Science Fietion Adventures,

14 Don Ford

& Arehie lereer
Vike Ioorcock & Sendrae Hell,

16 Astoundin; Science Fietion,

Programme Produced and Directed by G.W. Mosdell at 106 St Johns Hill London
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Saturday 16th April 1960,

2,00 pm Opening Speech by A Weir (Dr Sc.)
2,15 pr Guest of Honour Ted Carnell introducing Don Ford,
Zadh T TAFF Candidates Speeches.

PROGRANME

3.00 pm TAFR Candidates Quiz.
Sl mn Guest of Honour Ted Carnell - Speech.

TEA (no sympathy)

5

6.30 pm The Fantastic « Sensational - World Renowne?d
Spectacular - Ran by the Lord Chamberlain
Years in the X

"don ford slide show"

in Super Splendorama with 10 Dimensional
150 Track Non scund unit.
{550 pom Its your money we're after:- Auction.
Dine?
9.30 pm Fancy yoursclf?.

Fall in Space men, Rocket men, rank and file
(and femme).

Fancy Dress Party.

Guests will be carried out when incapable,
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Sunday 17th April 1960
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3.00 omm Rarel Capek =~ Master of the Robots
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Another Auction - and if you've no money.,
lef't for this mey the sun rot your socks
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Agenda

To Receive the Hon Secretary's Report.

1 7" " "
" " " 1]

Treasurer's Report.
Publications Officer's Report.

Blection of Officers for 1960/61.

Any other Business.

NOTES.
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fuy xesume % out only notable datess discovering

magazine af in l eT be in the fan fleld in 1@,5; attvending the
firgt af con in Tee 9%7, He took cover the ed ditorship of Novae Terrae
translating the name in tha process to ode shat wae to achleve more than anyone
realised « New Worlds Mere 4% wmey be lrue to say, than anyone, except

John himsell especiteds

In the Ax&ﬁns 1944 4 , the Probabllity Zero depuriment
run & winning entr k\ dohﬂ Qlubél In this Qkomud then prominent writers
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Parlk gy atemigeddon. The
s thie ﬁimﬁ& he plcked as comers are
gfddﬁa John kanew from the Dbeginning
gdlions

and now stars on
Corngll odiLn'.um
todﬂy amo
that he was

1s whole ¢areer

sharn

,zArﬁea the
e wag Tounded in 1548 and New W
wg meintained 1t at tha head
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S ona 1

Tond Fumdo It is

ho magterminded the
Cllvca,muui is hﬁm to America
to attend the Nioen in 19 3 ¢ hing 1umphant procession.
In the interval Haw Worl niug Solens 'a': had risen to the highest rank.

Cincinat
pleasant to know the
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At New York too, London secured the site for the world con of 1957,
which John chaired in his usual impeccable fashion. Most of the nany
conventions held in London since uhO war have been chaired by Jobn; he
has worked hafd ~ and often thank ehind the scenes to make the cons
a umkbeSB, tr u]J Lagvious > on of contacts in every class of sf
bheen turned in the benefit of the fisld iteslf:

fiction; this interest and

: LURTaTUre as an enti in its own right, is more
;)rongly pronoupcea in John than in sny other pro editor. It shows

self in his editorials, where he can survey the field with a knowing eve
Wd a peculiar &Ubﬂ@flbyy and sum up or“ndb careers, books, with the
inside knowledge that, it is true to say, can be po sed by no other single

sSges
enthusiast in the world - be he pro or fanq It shows lb)ejL~ too, in the
A

that his gon Michael has for a godfather Robert A Heinle That
ication to sf as a force of life importance is thoroughly sincere.

John says of his editorial acuity that he 'edits by the seat of his pants!
Whilst this resulis in first class magazines, it is often fiustrating to authors,

~
e

have, at certain times, been heard 4o nutﬁﬁr in my beard: 'Cernell doeznit know

what he wants.!® Tl 9.8 nod strictly speaking true. Agein, people have been

]
heard to say that New Worlds is a flat plateau of stories all written by the
same person. Thig, fortunately, is demonstrably untrue. But what these
comments boil down to is a stron: jole cunning a magazine that caanot
be confused with any othar, That

i nued, and grown stronger, for
14 years or so, is proof encugh that wementally the Carnell policy, perceived
or not, is right,

CQ“
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cess can be traced to his help and GHCOUTJQPm@nt

Perhaps some of Joha's su
There is very little of the rejection-slip

freely extended
mentality about

C

Fersonally, mJ criticism extends to his habit of casually and callously
8plitting an infinitive that T haq thought =afely glued together away from the
editorial blue pencil.

There has, though, been uninformed riticism of the apparent policy of
¥ova in attempting to pbblibh three iden 871 New Worlds, as the
enlor and largest of the three, automat the others. - Yet
Suifanny, lehing : s largely on the fantasy
the chronic lack of suitable
the FPlanet-iype story, and
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®

element. The
o 1 easily have been found in New
o e

that the three Nova mines will all be the same is remote; and John is too

ntasy matorldT
'uﬂn1ng longer leng )
e On a purely gu is to the good; but the required accent
pthﬂ adventure i tair lv not overlooked in the makeup of AFA. The danger
observant an editor to flirt with that sort of risk, despite the superficial
attraction it may pPossess,

John is so many things dn the Field of sf « mewber oF the Advisory
Committee of the S¥ Book Club, author's agent - that a mere catalogue would
read as the activities of six persons.



FEnough has surely been gaid o
T

If sf were deplorably suddenly to ©
would be stunning and devastating.

of his own attitude to the sol
"Any editorial job, however in
of necessity have long perio
The saving grawe, to myself at
have seemed at their lowest ebb 1n along comes & new author or a
cover painting with 'zing! which changes the whole picture, and usually
triggers off a whole train of ideas and inspirations, This applies
just as aptly to the broad picture of sT in general.
"Basically, as an editor, I am never cafisfied, No matter how good
a story may appear (or how good the guthor thinks it is) T always
feel that it could be better. I am always intensly disappointed with
an issue when it goes to press but feel better about it when it 1s
published - and completely surprised when someone writes in and says
that it was good.
"It is the surprise element in sf more than anything else which has
moulded my editorial policies. particularly surprise at the interesting
types of people who read the literature. T was recently interviewed
on BBC radio for the General Ovewseas magazine "Science and Industry'
a 7 minute recording, and found that both producer John Newall and
Canadian interviewer Donald Hblmes were both regular readers of New
Worlds. The resultant gas session lasted three hours! Yes, you

meet such interesting peoplel

Here at this London convenbion sponsored by the British Science Fiction
issociation, which he has supported fyom the first, it is good that we should do
him honour. He has so many times been the cuiding hand on tho conventions
of the past that his new role may cause him %o ponder.

May he do s0.

Any honour we can possibly exiend is already years overdues

iny convention is measurably of legs gtature if John Carnell is nob
attending. This BSFA London sonvention of Haster 1960 gains enormously in
stature because of his presence:

o @

Tt would be good for ug all o ponder - an to realise that it is he who
is doing us the honour of being heree

1 Ben Bulmers
1960
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11,

nd, demanding a room with a bath -
how that per capita Americans bath
and being a camers bug)

of the road, using a fork in the right ha
interesting phenomenon this, statistics 8
less than do the British - a yen for Chinese food,
you will find Don a pretty average sort of guy.

spotlight with him for a

After that I hope to retire
not myself.

It will be a great pleasure to share the

brief moment, and introduce him officially.
jnto the shadows - because, rightfully, the Top Spot goes to Don,

Ted Carnell
1960
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h

€gret the incomvenience caused 4o Convention attendees
by the last minute change in Hotels,

The reason, briefly, is because the management of the
hotel we had previously negotiated with suddenly decided -
two days before the Con was dus 1o be held -~ to refuse our
bookings! No constructive reason was given for this sudden
change of mind and, frankly, we can think of nonec. They told
us, in so many words, to go find another hotol,

We did.

Thanks to the combined ofrorts of Bobbie Gray, Sandra
Hall and Ella Parker, the Kingsley - within three hours of
learning the Worst. Thanks to a very co—operative menagement
we were able to make new arrangoments speedily, We think
that the three ladies should be bheartily congratulated upon
their quick thinking and fast work,






